JUDAISM 'S VOICE ON THE RE-EDUCATION OF MAN*
T h e p u rp o se o f ed u c a tio n is to show th a t all th in g s b elo n g to G o d an d th a t all th in g s e m a n a te fro m H im . W h en m a n d ev iates fro m th is p u rp o se, he descends in to the la n d o f M a n y O p in io n s w here conflict is noisy a n d n o t in fre q u en tly p u rsu e d fo r selfish ends. T h e H eb rew p ro p h e ts-m a n k in d 's g re a te st te ach ers-prefaced every lesson w ith th e im p licatio n s o f sim ple things. 'H a st th o u en tered th e sp rin g s o f th e s e a ? ' ... It w as q u e stio n s such as th ese th a t silenced Jo b , b ro u g h t h im to a state o f hu m ility , a n d m ad e him co n fess: " I u tte re d th a t I u n d e rs to o d n o t, things to o w o n d erfu l fo r m e, w hich I knew n o t." W hen J o b m ad e th a t co n fessio n , he becam e read y fo r ed u c atio n . H is p rev io u s ed u c a tio n w as a tissue o f d eceit a n d useless k n ow ledge a n d failed him com pletely w hen tria l a n d trib u la tio n p ressed on him . T h e b a c k g ro u n d o f all tru e e d u c a tio n a l en d e a v o u r is th e ineffable m y stery a n d p o w er o f G o d . T h is b ac k g ro u n d tu rn s in to n o n sen se th e p rev ailin g conflict b e tw een " te ch n ic al" a n d " classical" e d u c atio n . It w eds th e tw o. W h a t m akes a plu g ignite th e gases in an in te rn al-co m b u stio n en gine, w h a t m ak es a le ttu c e fo rm a head, w h a t m ak es a S h ak esp eare w rite a " H a m le t" w h at m akes a B eethoven w rite a s o n a ta a n d w h a t m ak es a sw allow fly, are th e u n answ ered q u estio n s o f eng in eerin g , ag ric u ltu re, lite ra tu re , m u sic a n d a e ro nau tics. T h eir co m m o n d e n o m in a to r is m y stery : th e ir o n ly an sw er is G o d .
E d u c a tio n in o u r tim es is, in m y view, in itially d is to rte d by its silence o n th e m ystery o f all th in g s a n d its fra u d u le n t p rete n ce th a t it u n rav els a n d ex p la in s. T h is is ju s t w h a t it c a n n o t d o . O n ly w hen a tech n ical college will becom e as tru e a sa n c tu a ry as a ch u rc h , a n d a u n iv ersity as tru e a p lace o f * M et v riendelike v e rlo f van "Jew ish A ffairs" , die am p telik e Jo o d se ty d sk rif vir S u id -A frik a (w a a rv o o r o n s h a rtlik e d a n k ), neem o n s h ierb y o n v e ra n d e rd o o r 'n a rtik e l w a t in Ju n ie jl. d a a rin versk y n h et van die h a n d v an H en ry K atzew . O n s d o en d it o m d a t h ie rin vir van 'n o n s enigsins ong ew o n e k a n t so ste rk die klem gelê w o rd o p die religieuse g ro n d slag van alle geestesv o rm in g . -R ed. 197 insight as a synagogue an d a school as tru e a dw elling o f h um ility as a m o sq u e' will we see the beginnings o f a reg en erated m a n k in d , a m a n k in d ready to sto p playing w ith bom bs.
In this w o rld sliding unw illingly, b u t n o t th e less certain ly , to d isaster, m a n y o f us are dism ayed th a t Ju d aism sits m u ted , passive a n d im p riso n ed .
It says n o th in g o r speaks in p latitu d es. T h e d ep th s o f th o u g h t th a t lie b u rie d in its g rea t seers a n d th e p ro fo u n d sp iritu a l experiences they en co m pass, it leaves u n ta p p e d in o rd e r to speak in th e ja rg o n o f th e day. It baffles its friends a n d delights its enem ies. T h e friends speculate a t th e Silence o f a people w ho once filled the w o rld w ith th eir v o lu m e o f s o u n d ; a n d th e enem ies rejoice an d say: " H ere is p ro o f th a t to the so lu tio n o f the w o rld 's perplexities, Jud aism has no c o n trib u tio n to m ak e." T h erefo re I becom e greatly d arin g . 1 say I will v en tu re to speak. 1 see m en riven a n d to rn by q u arrels o n th e m eans an d ends o f ed u catio n . I see th e an g e r ru n so deep in Belgium th a t a ca p ita l becom es th re a te n e d w ith siege; I see the h o ld e r o f a b e rra n t o p in io n b eh in d th e Iro n C u rta in fall to th e h a n g m a n ; th e h arsh est w ord s expressed in S o u th A frica in recen t tim es a re on this subject o f ed u c atio n . M ilgrom th a t we m ay ta k e co unsel w ith him . W e la u n ch a Jew ish day sc h o o l; we p ro cla im a fu n d fo r its d ev elo p m en t. W e an n o u n c e th e goal o f th e " in te g rate d Jew " , th o u g h fo r long m an y o f us rem ain ed silent a n d suspicious o f th e goal o f the " in teg rated A frik a n e r" by m e th o d s n o t d issim ilar to o u r ow n.
B lam e n o m an a n d seek n o cu n n in g m otives. D ilem m a a n d conflict a re th e n a tu ra l fru its o f an y an d all co n cep ts o f ed u c atio n w hich belie th e tru th th a t e d u c a tio n 's p u rp o se is to show th a t all th in g s b elo n g to G o d a n d all things em an a te fro m H im . L et u s re tu rn to o u r plu g a n d o u r lettu ce a n d o u r H am let a n d o u r so n a ta , fo r we c a n n o t subscribe to th e b elief th a t only learn ed m en in b lack gow ns Y o u w o u ld have to agree th a t a sa ilo r w ho has studied h u m a n ity from a sh ip 's fo 'c'sle will p ro b ab ly be less ig n o ra n t o f his subject th a n a p ro fesso r w ho h as stu d ied the su b ject fro m his sch o lastic cloister. Y o u w o u ld also agree th a t M oses received m o re il lu m in atio n a n d insight from th e b u rn in g th o rn bu sh o f his conscience th a n fro m external study courses. G ra n tin g the, th is p o ro u sn ess o f o u rs to th e flo atin g tru th s o f the universe a n d p articu la rly , in o u r case, to th e tru th s ch a in e d a n d a n c h o re d by o u r ow n H ebrew p ro p h ets, w h at w o u ld we say to o u r sons a n d d a u g h te rs o f the p lug a n d the lettu ce a n d H am let an d B eet h o v e n 's so n a ta a n d the sw allow th a t flies? W e co u ld n o t go far w rong, by w ay o f in tro d u c tio n , to pass on to them the sp irit o f w o n d er ca p tu red by th e p salm ist. " U n to thee, O G o d , d o we give th a n k s: u n to thee, d o we give th a n k s: fo r th a t T h y n am e is near T h y w o n d ro u s w o rk s d ec la re ." O n the plug, th en , we w o u ld say th e re w ere tw o elem ents o f w hich we ca n speak. T h e first is th e m ystery o f w hich it is co m p o u n d e d , its ro o t in universal secret, its inexplicable pow er o f ig nition. Its o rigin th u s sanctified, know n elem ents b o rro w the hu e o f sa n ctific atio n ; a n d it is in th is hue o f sanctification th a t we w o u ld ran g e to discuss th e h ea t resistan ce o f plugs, w hy th e firing end o f the in su la to r is ta p ered , w hy p ro celain is used an d so on.
Y o u m ay say this is a stran g e tu rn fo r an article on ed u c atio n to take. B ut wise m en are rig h t to despise th e d iv o rce in ed u c atio n o f u tility from a r t. T he cra ftsm an is essentially religious. Y o u r plug is n o t o nly a p lu g ; it is the em b o d im e n t o f th e k n o w n a n d the u n k n o w n ; a n d the m o n o to n y an d b o re d o m o f ed u c a tio n begin w hen the know n is se p a ra te d fro m its u n k n o w n a n d tre a te d in isolatio n . T h u s begins th a t deceit a n d d isto rtio n in e d u c a tio n w hich m ade a gentle E m erso n u tte r his sh a rp e st w ords o f reb u k e an d w hich sen t a S am uel B utler an d a B ern ard Shaw ro ck in g w ith lau g h ter.
T his tr u th applies to th e lettu ce also. Y o u m ay b eh o ld th e w o n d er o f a lettu ce fo rm in g its h ea d an d explain it in term s o f h ealth y soil w ith a d e q u a te n itro g e n a n d a sufficiency o f trace elem ents b u t you w o u ld be a fool to leave it a t th a t. Y o u r ex p lan a tio n is still no e x p la n a tio n ; a n d y o u r tru e ed u c a tio n will only begin, as every H eb rew p ro p h e t insisted w ith h am m erb lo w em p h asis, w hen you place the w ays o f a lettu ce alo n g sid e th e w ays o f S o lo m o n 's se rp e n t on a ro ck o r eagle in th e a ir as b ey o n d th e u n d e rsta n d in g o f m an. A s w ith 199 plug a n d lettuce so w ith S h ak esp eare's H am let o r a B eethoven so n a ta . T hey h ad their b irth in in tim atio n s b eyond an aly sis; an d it is o u t o f m ystery th a t they im pose them selves on the w o rld as fo rm s o f higher co m m u n ic a tion.
T h is, then, is Ju d a ism 's first ap p ro a ch to e d u c a tio n ; it insists on h u m ili ty, n o t d o g m atism , from m a n ; an d it issues w arn in g in language n ak ed in v igour o f the evil th a t will befall if m an stru ts th e w orld as the " k n o w er" . In this sense Ju d aism is harshly co n d e m n a to ry o f existing ap p ro a ch es to e d u c a tio n in Israel, S outh A frica a n d elsew here. It co n d em n s th e arro g an c e o f creed, sect a n d races an d all w ho swell th eir p a rt-tru th s in to A ll-T ru th s. It offers th e e te rn a l rem in d er th a t all p ercep tio n s failed Jo b until the m o m en t o f revelatio n o f m a n 's transien ce an d G o d 's etern ity . N o a p p ro a c h in ed u c atio n is co rrec t th a t has n ot its source in th is p ool o f hum ility. " W ith her m uch fair speech she cau sed him to yield, w ith th e flatterin g o f her lips she forced him .
" H e go eth a fte r her straig h tw ay , as an ox g o eth to th e sla u g h te r, o r as a fool to the co rrec tio n o f th e stocks.
" Till a d a r t strik e th ro u g h his lo v e r; as a b ird h a ste th to th e snare, a n d kno w eth n o t th a t it is fo r his l i f e ............. Ju d a ism , h arsh in its c o n d e m n a tio n on any reliance by m an on th e senses as a key to life, is full o f w o n d ro u s h o p e fo r him w ho will ab a n d o n the senses fo r reliance on the higher sight o f the sp irit. T h is is th e sight th a t in sp ired M oses to lead th e children o f Israel o u t o f E gypt, th e sight th a t m ad e it p o ssi ble fo r C aleb to " unsee" the g ia n t sta tu re o f the m en o f th e la n d o f C a n a a n , the sight th a t w ru n g o u t D a v id 's songs o f p raise, the sight th a t gave th u n d e r to Isa ia h 's voice. A n d th e fall o f Israel fro m grace, co u ra g e a n d b ea u ty , is seen by every p ro p h e t as du e to th e rejection o f sp iritu al sight fo r m aterial sight.
T h u s, if th e re is to be a c o n trib u tio n by Ju d a ism , to th e re-ed u c atio n o f m an , a re-ed u c atio n th a t h a s to estab lish the c o n d itio n s o f m a n being ab le to live a t peace w ith him self a n d his n eig h b o u r, it will h av e to p ro ceed by w ay o f th e re sto ra tio n o f sp iritu a l sight to th e Jew , a n d th ro u g h him as a light to the G entile. T h e tim es are rip er fo r th is th a n we th in k .
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